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1. Devotion 

 
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, 

but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,  
because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. 

Romans 14: 17-19 
 
Dear members and friends of St. George’s! 
Apostle Paul writes in his letter to the congregation in Rome that material 
things should not be the main focus. People who follow Jesus build the 
kingdom of God when they get along well, live in peace with each other and 
strive for justice.  
Eating and drinking and many other things are essential parts of our lives.  
Especially around the time of Thanksgiving we are thankful that we have all that we need. 
When we invite each other into our homes, the main purpose is not show off how we have 
decorated or how tidy everything is or what kind of meal is served. 
The conversations we have are the main focus along with the time we take for each other and the 
way we treat one another. Life is more than eating and drinking. 
These days many people have only a little time for God, for themselves and for others. 
We are all distracted from the essential by too many things. There are way too many possibilities 
to lead a superficial life and occupy our free time with things that are actually unessential.  
From our own experience we know how important it is to share love and care for one another 
with empathy and understanding. 
The story of an old baker in Paris serves as a good example: 
 
In Paris, France, there is a bakery where people just love to buy their bread. The owner is a 
good baker. But above all, people love to go there to chat with the baker’s father. Most of them 
say that he is very people friendly and wise.  
The old baker knows that one needs bread for more than just for food.  
Some people learn this only when coming to the bakery. For example, take Gerhard, a bus 
driver, who by chance dropped by one day. “You look depressed,” said the old baker to the bus 
driver. “Well, I am so worried about my little daughter,” replied the bus driver. 
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 “She fell out of a second floor window last night.” “How old is she?” asked the old baker. “Four 
years,” replied Gerhard. On hearing this, the old baker took a piece of bread that was lying on 
the counter, broke off two pieces and gave one to the bus driver. “Let’s have a bite together,” 
said the old baker to Gerhard “and I will think of you and your little daughter.” 
The bus driver had never experienced anything like this before, but he understood immediately, 
what the old baker meant. And so they stood in silence – eating and thinking of the little girl in 
a hospital. 
After a while, another customer came in – a woman who wanted to buy some bread. Before she 
could place her order, the old baker gave her a piece of bread and said to her: 
“Come, please join us. The daughter of this gentleman is in a hospital badly injured.  
I want her father to know that he is not alone.” And the woman accepted the piece of bread 
and they ate together. 
 

Often this was the kind of story people told about the old baker in the bakery. But 
there were also different kinds of stories. 
One early morning the door to the bakery was flung wide open and a young man stormed into 
the bakery. He was running away from someone. He quickly slammed the door shut and locked 
it.  
“What do you think you are doing?” asked the old baker. “I have customers who need to come 
in and buy their bread. Open the door immediately!” 
Just then a man with a crowbar showed up outside the bakery. When he saw the young man 
inside he also wanted to come in. But the door was still locked. 
“He wants to kill me. That is my father. He is violent and hot-tempered,” screamed the young 
man, still out of breath.  
“Let me handle this,” said the old baker, went to the door, unlocked it and called out to the 
father. “Good morning. Why are you so riled up early in the morning? Don’t you know that this 
is unhealthy? You won’t live long if you continue like this. Come on in, but you must behave.  
No one is going to be killed in my store.”  
The father entered the store, but he did not look at his son. 
And he heard the baker say: “Come and have a piece of bread. It will help you calm down.  
And share it with your son. That will help you to make peace with each other. I will have a piece 
myself to support you in your reconciliation.” 
He gave each a piece of bread. After having eaten silently for a while, they looked at each 
other. The old baker smiled at both of them. 
Once finished with the bread, the father spoke: “Ok, my son, we have a job to finish.” 
 

People who support others are very important in our fast-paced world. Let us listen to one 
another, let us take good care of one another, selflessly help each other and demand justice for 
all.  

Just like the old baker in our story we can certainly integrate the 
word of God into our lives.  
God gives us many possibilities to do so.  
Some people understand the words of Jesus much better when they 
observe how we live together in peace and friendship and when they 
realise that we are called to help where it is needed.  
Then the word of God will come alive and be easily understood; then 
it will become visible and evident through our deeds.  
We ask God to give us strength, courage and perseverance so that we 
will not be sidetracked but continue walking on our path of peace, 
justice, love and joy. AMEN 
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2.  Words from the Church Council President 

 
Dear members and friends of St. George’s congregation! 
It is hard to believe that summer has flown by and we are now into the fall season.  On 
a positive note, it means we will see more of you at Church and we are looking forward 
to that. 
 
There is a lot of exciting news to share.  First, our new website is finally ready to 
launch.  A lot of work has gone into this and we hope you like what you see.  Special 
thanks to Madison Ray Cooke and Kyle Duffield for making this happen. 
 
On Friday, November 1, we will be hosting a concert at St. George's – Schubert's 
Winterreise.  There are posters around the Church with all the details, but if you are not 
comfortable purchasing tickets on line, please reach out to Katharina who has ordered a number of tickets 
to resell. We are hoping for a sold out event. 
 
We are also hosting a Pathfinder's group from Germany for one night and are pleased that we could be of 
help to them.  
 
Last, but not least, we are engaging in outreach – we are in the preliminary stages of partnering with a 
number of organizations including Lutheran World Relief – to try and bring a refugee family to Canada. 
More on that later . . .  
 
We also need more help at the Church, specifically for greeters – people to hand out the books at the 
beginning of the service and to collect them at the end. It doesn't have to be a regular commitment, but if 
you could do one week a month or from time to time that would be helpful. The important thing is that we 
know when we can count on you. Please speak to Katharina, myself or any member of the Church Council 
to enlist. We will be very grateful for any help that we receive. 
 
God's blessings to all! 

Chris Duffield 
 

3. Announcements and Information 
 

You are invited to our upcoming services and events: 
Our English Sunday services are held at 10 am.  German Sunday services are held at 11am. 

 On the second Sunday of every month we celebrate one bilingual service at 11am. 
 

 
October 6th 2019- German Thanksgiving* 
10am English service, 11am German service 

 
October 13th 2019 – Thanksgiving* 

11am one service for the whole congregation 
 

October 20th, 2019  
10am English service with Holy Communion 

 11am German service 
 

Thursday, October 24th, 2019  
11am German worship Service in the Schwabenclub 
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October 27th, 2019- Reformation Sunday  
10am English service, 11am German service with Holy Communion 

 
Friday, November 1st, 2019 

7:30pm Concert at St. George’s: Franz Schubert’s “Winterreise” 
 

November 3rd, 2019 
10am English service, 11am German service 

 
November 10th, 2019 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation 
 

November 17th, 2019 
10am English service with Holy Communion, 11am German service 

 
November 24th, 2019 - Last Sunday of the church year 

10am English service  
11am German service with Holy Communion 

We remember all those who have been called home during this church year 2018/2019, 
and we invite all their families and friends to attend. 

 
December 1st, 2019 – 1st Advent 

10am English Service, 11am German Service 
 

Thursday, December 5th, 2019 11am German worship service in the Schwabenclub. 
 
*During October we ask you to bring a donation for the Food Bank of Toronto.   
Needed is food such as: flour, sugar, pasta, rice, canned foods, baby food, and other non-
perishable foods, that can be given to people in need. 
Please put your food donations in the sanctuary prior to the church service.  Thank you! 
 

4. Sunday School 
 

Sunday school has started again. We happily welcome every child who would like to participate. 
Until November 10th Sunday School will be held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Starting 
November 10th we will be rehearsing weekly for the Christmas pageant.  The Pageant will be 
presented on Sunday, December 8th at 11am (2nd Advent).  Please let us know, as soon as 
possible, if your child would like to participate in the Christmas pageant. 
  

5. Georgenkreis(conducted in German) 
 
The Georgenkreis meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 11am in St. George’s Church.  
The next meetings are planned for October 8th, November 12th, and December 10th (crafting 
circle).  We are pleased to welcome all who wish to attend.  
 

6.  Concert on November 1st, 2019 
 
On Friday, November 1st at 7:30pm a concert will take place in our church. 
Franz Schubert’s “Winterreise”, will be presented by Professor Daniel Lichti (Bass) and the 
Penderecki string quartet. Pastor Möller has a few tickets ($30) that you can buy after the 
church services. 
  RCM Box Office: 416.408.0208 or https://lichti- winterreise.eventbrite.ca  
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7.  New Order of Worship booklets 
 
Since September we have been using the new German order of worship booklets in our German 
services. We are grateful to Mrs. Mary Dorn who organised the printing and donated the copies 
to our church. 

 
8. DELKINA – Convention in Sonoma/California 

 
The biennial convention of the 
German Evangelical-Lutheran 
Conference in North America  
took place from June 30th to July 3rd 
in San Francisco and Sonoma.  
Under the main theme “Changes” 
the approximately 30 participants 
exchanged thoughts and ideas  
on the situation of German-speaking 
congregations in North America. 
 

Not only have the congregations 
changed during the past twenty years, 
but also the DELKINA  
with regard to its mandate. 
 

 

Fewer lay people participate in the conventions and its method of communication has now moved 
from the monthly newsletter “Kirchliches Monatsblatt” to its web page and Facebook.  
Whereas the convention in Toronto two years ago ended with the question whether the 
DELKINA would still be relevant, the main question in Sonoma was:  
What do we need for the future?  
The results of the discussions were: The DELKINA will continue to be an important connection 
not only amongst the congregations, but also between the EKD and the ELCIC or respectively 
the ELCA.  
The mandate of DELKINA will be maintained, its council will be reduced in number and its main 
purpose will be focused on the DELKINA web page for communication purposes and on the 
DELKINA convention to allow an exchange of professional discussions on the work of German-
speaking congregations.  
If at all possible, the DELKINA conference and the convention of pastors sent by the EKD will 
be combined. Pastor Dr. Karin Achtelstetter, Toronto, and Pastor Dr. Norbert Hahn, Philadelphia, 
were elected as the new chairpersons.   
If you would like more information about the DELKINA, please do not hesitate to ask Pastor 
Karin Achtelstetter or Pastor Katharina Moeller. 
 

9. Joy and Sorrow in our Congregation 
 
We baptised: 

Dominic and Steven Dechert 
sons of Lydia Klein and Andreas Dechert 

 
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. Psalm 139:5 
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Please  
help the  
shepherd 
find  
the lost 
sheep! 

10. Request 
 
 

Please call me, 
if you would like to be visited, to receive Holy Communion, or when you are in hospital. 

Please let me know, 
if you have time to regularly telephone or visit a congregational member. 

Please don’t forget, 
to let us know when you move. 

We want to stay in touch with one another. 
Please also let me know, 

if you want us to pray for you or a family member during Sunday services. 
 
I wish you and your family an autumn full of sun and great weather, good health, joy and 
God’s blessings! Thank you for all your kindness in a difficult time. 
Sincerely,  
your pastor, 
 

 
11. Children’s Corner 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Rejoice  
with me,  
for I have  
found  
my sheep  
that was lost.” 
Luke 15:6 


