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1. Devotion 
 

Jesus says: “Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again 

and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.” 

 John 16:22  

 

Dear members and friends of St. George’s! 

Jesus shared this parting message with his disciples before he returned to God on 

Ascension Day. 

He promised his disciples that the grief over their parting would not last. 

There will be great joy once Jesus and his disciples meet again, a joy that no one can take away 

and that will fill the whole heart. 

This promise also applies to us. 

One day we will see Jesus, one day we will know that good has triumphed over evil. Then we 

will finally understand that neither evil nor death have the final say. 

Even in our time, there are many causes for sadness. 

We are confronted with many things that not right. We suffer under the fact that we continue to 

have war, hunger, injustice and unkindness in our world.  

We ourselves often feel that we have been hurt or treated unfairly. 

All these things can paralyze and greatly limit us.  

One day Jesus will return and everything will be transformed into joy. 

Through him we also know that even today he wants to accept us with all our sadness.  

This is what we read, for example, in the First Letter of Peter 5:7 

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

Jesus wants to free us from everything that weighs us down and enable us to make a new 

beginning possible. Because of him we may ask for forgiveness of our sins again and again, and 

thus return to live in peace with God in our daily lives. We have many reasons for joy, since 

Jesus is the Lord of our lives and we do not have to adapt to the trends of our time.  

If we follow him, we are able to realise what is important. 

We open ourselves to other people and recognize where we are needed. We have the freedom to 

ask for God’s word and to manifest it.  
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Jesus says: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again 

And you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 

In a few weeks we will celebrate Good Friday and Easter. 

We see how sadness and joy lie closely together. 

During Lent we share the sufferings of Jesus to a small extend. It always remains difficult for us 

to comprehend that Jesus had to take the path that would end with his death on the cross. 

But we are also allowed to understand that the horror of that Good Friday is not its sole purpose. 

Whereas it seemed that life would be hopeless, God created a new beginning through the 

resurrection of Christ and brought incredible joy to all of us.  

We also see it in the disciples. They, who were in such deep despair after the death of Jesus, are 

allowed to encounter Jesus and recognize that with God nothing is impossible. 

The light of eternal life shines into our world through the resurrection of Jesus. 

This helps us to understand that we should not lose ourselves completely in grief when we had to 

say good-bye to a loved one. Mourning and grief belong to our lives, but we are also allowed to 

know that we will remain in God’s hands forever.  

Let us hold on to Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the life. 

This gives us security and comfort in many situations of our lives. 

We trust that one day Jesus will transform even our grief into joy. 

Many of us have already been allowed to experience this. 

We want to be grateful that we have a Lord who always helps us and is close to us.  

With these words from Uwe Seidel, I wish us that we all may feel God’s blessings and His 

nearness every day. 
 

Never shall there be a day, on which you must say: 

There is nobody here to give me strength. God stands by you, he blesses you. 
 

Never shall there be a day, on which you must say: 

There is nobody here to give me courage.  God stands by you, he gives you strength. 
 

Never shall there be a day, on which you must say: 

There is nobody here to protect me. God stands by you, he takes care of you. 
 

Never shall there be a day, on which you must say: 

There is nobody here to hold me.  God stands by you and his grace is with you. 
 

Never shall there be a day, on which you must say:   

I cannot bear it any longer. 

Every day God holds his strong hands over you and gives you peace. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. A large part of this Devotion was taken from one of our 2008 Newsletters. 
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2. Word from the Church Council President 
 

Dear members and friends of St. George's, 
I will not cause pain without allowing something new to be born, says the Lord. 
Isaiah 66:9 
 

We had a very difficult start to 2019. As many of you know, in the month of January, 
four members of our church community were called home:  Erika Goegginger,  
Hans Juergen Kumberg, Burkhard Moeller and Eva Schemeit.   
It was overwhelming and we are slowly coming to terms with our grief.  
 

In February, our furnace started to fail, which meant that there were a few weeks 
when our loyal congregation endured frigid temperatures without complaint. Although some joked it 
reminded them of the unheated churches in Germany, it was no joking matter.  Fortunately, with the help of 
Walter Spolsky, we have a new furnace. Aside from the financial fallout, those problems are behind us. We 
now have a nice warm Church to welcome our members and guests! 
 

On February 24, we held our Annual General meeting following a nice lunch. The meeting was well 
attended and we discussed our achievements and challenges – the biggest of course being our strained 
finances. The situation we find ourselves in is no different than that of many congregations and I am 
confident with your continuing support, we will work together to improve our financial condition.  
 

One thing I did not mention at the Annual General Meeting was that Georg Heubeck has decided to step 
down from the Council. Georg has been a valuable member for many years and his presence will be 
missed. The good news is that Georg is still an active member of our congregation and we are grateful for 
all he has done and will continue to do for St. George's.  
 

As I reflect on our Annual General Meeting, it gives me energy.  Not only did we have the support of our 
longstanding members, but there was a spark from new attendees who see a bright future for our church 
and want to contribute. We now even have a social media manager! Shortly, we will have a strategy 
workshop to discuss the future of our church. I am looking forward to working with our church community to 
help St. George's thrive in a changing world.  
 

In closing, at the end of the Annual General Meeting, I thanked all those who played a role in making  
St. George's what it is today. Since not all of our members were present and I don't think we can say thank 
you enough, I want to repeat my thank you.  
Thank you to:  

 Pastor Katharina for her leadership and professionalism during a very difficult year; 

 the Church Council for its hard work in a time of limited human and financial resources;  

 all those who volunteered to help St, George's in our time of need: Pastor Christian Ceconi, Pastor 

Ralph Wushke, Pastor Karin Achtelstetter, Tanya Zielke, the Eastern Synod and many more;   

and last, but not least, I want to thank you, our members and friends. Without you, nothing would be 

possible.  

Faithfully yours,  
                         Chris Duffield 

 

3. Announcements and Information 
 

You are invited to our upcoming Services and events: 

Our English Sunday Services are held at 10 am.  German Sunday Services are held at 11am.  
 

March 31
st
, 2019 

10am English Service, 11am German Service with Holy Communion 
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Thursday, April 4th, 2019 at 11am  

we will celebrate a German worship service in the Danube Swabian Club followed by a lunch 

 

April 7
th

, 2019 

10am English Service, 11am German Service 

 

April 14
th

, 2019 – Palm Sunday 

11am bilingual Service for the whole congregation  
 

April 18
th

, 2019 - Maundy Thursday 

7pm contemporary English Service with Holy Communion  
 

April 19
th

, 2019 - Good Friday 

 11am bilingual service with Holy Communion 

(an English translation of the German sermon will be available for reading) 
 

April 21
st
, 2019 – Easter Sunday 

11am Family Service with baptism of Noah Daniel Fry 
 

April 28
th

, 2019 

10am English Service, 11am German Service  
 

Thursday, May 2nd at 11am  

we will celebrate a German worship service in the Danube Swabian Club followed by lunch 
 

May 5
th

, 2019 

      10am English Service, 11am German Service 
 

May 12
th

, 2019 - Mother’s Day 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation 
 

May 19
th

, 2019 

 10am English Service with Holy Communion, 11am German Service   
    

May 26
th

, 2019  

 10am English Service 

11am German Service with Holy Communion 
 

Thursday, May 30
th

, 2019 - Ascension of Our Lord  

7pm Worship Service for all German congregations at Thornhill Lutheran Church  

149 Bay Thorn Drive, Thornhill 

Followed by fellowship time and German Cluster meeting 
 

June 2
nd

, 2019  

10am English Service, 11am German Service 
 

June 9
th

, 2019 -Pentecost 

 Church Picnic 

 

Thursday, June 13th at 11am  

we will celebrate a German worship service in the Danube Swabian Club followed by lunch 
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June 16
th

, 2019 – Father’s Day 

with Pastor Doug Reble – Assistant to Bishop Michael Pryse 

11am bilingual Service for the whole congregation 
 

4.Sunday School 
 

Sunday school is held every Sunday during the English service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays of the 

month. We are happy to welcome all children who wish to join us for Sunday school.   

We thank all Sunday school teachers for their great work! 
 

5. Georgenkreis (conducted in German) 
 

The Georgenkreis meets every 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month at 11am in St. George’s Church.  

The next meetings are planned for April 9
th

, May 14
th

, and tentatively June 18
th

.  

We are pleased to welcome everyone who wishes to attend. 
 

6. New confirmation class 
 

A new confirmation class will start in September. Please contact Pastor Moeller if you want to 

register any students who will attend grades 7, 8 or 9. The first meeting is planned for June 2019. 
 

7. Baked goods after the Church Services. 
 

It would be great if you could occasionally bring some baked goods or something savory for our 

fellowship time after the church services. Please speak with Angela Sen Gupta (Tel. 416-536-

0681), the organizer, if you would like to bring something.  
 

8. Web – site 
 

Our web-site www.st-georgs-toronto.com is an integral component of our public relations and 

outreach program. A number of guests find us using the web site, and we very often receive 

inquiries regarding our church. At this time we are working on updating and changing the format 

of our web-site. We thank everyone who is working on this project. 
 

9. Request 
 

Please call, if you would like to be visited,   

to receive Holy Communion, or when you are in hospital. 

Please let me know, if you have time to regularly telephone  

or visit a congregational member. 

Please don’t forget, to let us know when you move.  

We want to stay in touch with one another. 

Please also let me know, if you want us to pray for you,  

or a family member during Sunday services. 

http://www.st-georgs-toronto.com/
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10. Joy and Sorrow in our Congregation 

 

We bid farewell to:  

Mr. Heinrich Schmoll, 93 years 

Mrs. Erika Goegginger, 90 years 

Mrs. Eva Schemeit, 80 years 

Mr. Burkhard Moeller, 60 years 

Mr. Hans-Juergen Kumberg, 93 years 

Mrs. Lucie Lech, 86 years 
 

Jesus says: I am the resurrection and the life.    John 11,25 

 
11. Thank you 

 

We would like to thank you for all your prayers for my husband and our family for a long 

period of time. We are grateful that many of you were able to come to Burkhard’s farewell 

service. It meant a lot to all of us! Thank you for wonderful flowers, so many meaningful cards 

and emails, for comforting words, calls, and for everything you did for us. Thank you very 

much for your donations towards our St. George’s Lutheran Church and the Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief. 

We trust in God’s guidance and ask for wisdom to learn how to live with this new and difficult 

situation. We thank you for your patience and all your support. 

We wish you a blessed Easter and a wonderful spring! 

Sincerely,  

               Katharina Moeller and family 
 

12. Children’s corner 

 

 


