
 

1 

 

St. George’s Lutheran Church 

410 College Street 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 1S8 

Tel: 416 921 2687 
www.st-georgs-toronto.com 

 

 

Katharina Moeller, Pastor 

2393 Gareth Road,  

Mississauga, Ontario L5B 1Z4 

Tel/Fax: 905 277 2631 

 

Church - Newsletter 
December 2018 – March 2019 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Devotion 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

Matthew 5:9 

 

Dear members and friends of St. George’s congregation! 
 

The weight of a Snowflake 

“Please tell me how much a snowflake weighs?” a chickadee asked a 

wild dove. 

“Not more than nothing,” was the answer. 

“Then I must tell you a wonderful story,” replied the chickadee. 
 

“I sat on a branch of a fir tree, close to its trunk, when it began to snow –  

not too heavily, no snowstorm, no, as if in a dream, soundless and soft. 

Since I had nothing better to do, I counted the snowflakes that settled on the twigs and 

fir needles of my branch. I counted exactly 3,741,952. 
 

Just as snowflake number 3,741,953 fell onto the branch – remember, not more than 

nothing, as you said – the branch broke off.” 

Right after having spoken these words, the chickadee flew away. 
 

The dove that since the time of Noah definitely knows about peace, meditated about the 

story for a while and finally said to itself: 

“I sometimes think that my efforts and the little bit that I can contribute do not make any 

difference. 

But if we unite all our efforts, fantastic results are possible.” 

After some more silent contemplation, the dove spoke a few final words: 

“Maybe all that we are missing in obtaining peace in our world is the expertise of just a 

small number of people.” 
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Peace is important to all of us. We need peace everywhere and hope and pray for peace all over 

the world.  

Jesus brought the peace and love of God into our world. 

He wants all of us to follow him and do what we can to radiate his peace in today’s time. 

He says: 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

Peace begins within ourselves, in our families, relationships and with all the people we encounter. 

Peace begins with small steps, when we reach out to one another, when we say words of 

forgiveness, when we help to solve problems or find a solution for a conflict.  

We are blessed and on the right path, when we live as sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ, when 

we strive for peace, support each other and serve one another with love. 

We should become or continue to be peacemakers. Let us use our own talents and abilities to find 

ways that peace can grow among us. It is great to live in peace with one another and it solves 

many problems and difficulties. 

When we are able to work for peace between us, we might also be able to do something for peace 

in our neighbourhood, community, city or wherever we are. 

As peacemakers we radiate God’s peace and make it visible for other people. In this way we 

follow Jesus, who brought love, forgiveness and peace of God to all people. 

 

Often we think we only take small steps towards peace.  

The result can be much bigger than we imagine, sometimes it can be a surprise – like in the story 

about the snow flake that caused the branch of the tree to fall down. 

Especially at the time of Advent and Christmas, at the beginning of the New Year but also all the 

time we long and pray for peace everywhere in our world: 

 

God our father, we ask for your blessings  

that we can live with an inner peace 

that leads to justice  

and helps solve conflicts.  

Guide us in taking the first step  

towards one another,  

in reaching out for forgiveness  

and in saying words of love  

where it is needed.  

Give us strength and courage  

to radiate your love and peace  

day by day.  

We ask for the Holy Spirit to move us  

that we may grow in faith  

and join one another in working  

towards peace on earth  

Through Jesus Christ,  

our saviour and Lord. AMEN 
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2. Words from the Church Council President 

 

Dear members and friends of St. George's congregation! 
 

The past few months have been busy ones at St. George's.  Our Church has been 
alive with music! The Bach Cantata Concert presented by the University of Toronto, 
Faculty of Music on October 12 was a resounding success with a sold out audience. 
We also rented our Church for two more concerts, Jai Jagdeesh and Ajeet, and I 

thank Andrea, Erna and Christiane who volunteered to help ensure that the performances went smoothly. 
 

Another highlight was the sermon by Pastor Karin Achtelstetter, a member of our congregation and the 
Executive Director of Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR). It was very inspiring to hear about the 
excellent work CLWR does to save lives and share hope. The example mentioned in her sermon was the 
CLWR's support of the August Victoria Hospital on the Mount of Olives in East Jerusalem. It is the only 
hospital that provides specialty care for Palestinians from across the West Bank and the Gaza Strip with 
services including a cancer center, a dialysis unit, and a pediatric center. CLWR also provides support to 
many other people around the world so that they can live in justice, peace and dignity.  To find out more 
visit clwr.org  
 

Our new website is progressing well and we plan to go live early in the New Year. 
 

Preparations for our Christmas services are in full swing. We are very excited that we have more than 12 
children for our Christmas pageant and look forward to this special service on December 9.  
It is wonderful when our Church is filled with children! 
 

Christmas is a very special time. At St. George's we see many friends who are too ill or live too far to come 
to Church on a regular basis -- we cherish their attendance and the chance to reconnect.  We are also very 
grateful for those who are able to support our Church on a regular basis.  
 

To all, I hope that the miracle of Christmas fills your heart with joy and that the warmth and goodwill of this 
wonderful season remains with you through the coming year.   
 

Faithfully yours,  
                       Chris Duffield 
 

 

3. Announcements and Information 
 

You are invited to our upcoming services and events: 

Our English Sunday services are held at 10 am.   

German Sunday services are held at 11am. On the second Sunday of every month  

we celebrate one bilingual service at 11am.   
 

December 2nd - 1
st
 Advent  

10am English service 
11am German service 

after the services: Bazaar of the Georgenkreis 
 

The Georgenkreis would be very thankful if you would contribute new or gently 

used Christmas items and/or cookies or cakes to sell at the bazaar. (Please no clothing or 

books!) 
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On Thursday, December 6th, at 11am we will be celebrating 

an Advent worship service in the Danube Swabian Club, followed by lunch. 
 

December 9
th

 – 2
nd 

Advent  

11am bilingual service with the Nativity Play   

(one worship service for the entire congregation) 
 

December 16
th

 – 3
rd

 Advent  

11am Advent service and celebration for the whole congregation 
 

December 23
rd

 – 4
th

 Advent  

11am Advent service for the whole congregation  
 

Monday, December 24
th

 - Christmas Eve  

3:30pm German Christmas Eve Service 

5pm bilingual Christmas Eve Service (German - English)  
 

Tuesday, December 25
th

 - Christmas Day  

11am bilingual Chorale Singing service  
 

December 30
th 

- New Year’s Eve 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation with Holy Communion 
 

Church Services in the New Year - 2019: 
 

January 6
th

, 2019 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation 

In this worship service Noah Daniel Fry will be baptized 
 

January 13
th

, 2019 with Pastor Mirjam Steinebach 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation 

Sunday school starts again 
 

January 20
th

, 2019 

  10am English Service with Holy Communion 

11am German Service 
 

On Thursday, January 24th, at 11am we will be celebrating a German worship service 

in the Danube Swabian Club, followed by lunch. 
 

January 27
th

, 2019 

10am English Service, 11am German Service with Holy Communion 
 

February 3
rd

, 2019 – Pastor’s exchange  

10am English Service, 11am German Service 
 

February 10
th

, 2019 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation 
 

February 17
th

, 2019 with Pastor Mirjam Steinebach 

10am English Service, 11am German Service 
 

February 24
th

, 2019 

11am bilingual service with Holy Communion 

The Annual General Meeting will be held after the service.  

Please mark the date in your calendar now. 
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March 3
rd

, 2019 

10am English Service, 11am German Service 
 

On Thursday, March 7th, at 11am we will be celebrating a German worship service at the 

Danube Swabian Club at 11am, followed by lunch 
 

March 10
th

, 2019 

11am bilingual service for the whole congregation 
 

March 17
th

, 2019 

10am English Service with Holy Communion, 11am German Service 
 

March 24
th

, 2019  

10am English Service, 11am German Service  

The new newsletter will be ready. 
 

March 31
st
, 2019 

10am English Service, 11am German Service with Holy Communion 

 

4. Sunday school 
 

Sunday school is held during the English service on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sunday of each month. As of 

December 16
th

 until after the Christmas holidays we invite children to be join us upstairs for the 

worship services! We are pleased to welcome every child who would like to come to Sunday 

school and invite all children to join us!  
 

5. Women’s group / Georgenkreis (conducted in German) 
 

The Georgenkreis meets every 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month at 11am in St. George’s Church.   

The next meetings are planned for December 11
th

 (crafting circle), January 8
th

, February 12
th

 and 

March 12
th

.  Everyone is invited!  Please call Mrs. Angela Sen Gupta or Pastor Moeller if you 

think the meeting might be cancelled due to bad weather. 
 

6. Request 
 

Please call me, 

if you would like to be visited, receive Holy Communion,  

or when you are in hospital. 

Please let me know, 

if you have time to regularly call or visit  

a congregation member. 

Please don’t forget, 

to let us know when you move. 

We want to stay in touch with one another. 

Please also let me know, 

if you want us to pray for you or a family member during our Sunday services. 

 

We wish you and your family a blessed Christmas and a pleasant time together!  

For the year 2019 we ask for God’s blessing, good health, joy and peace on earth!  

Thank you for your prayers for us. 
 

Your Pastor, 
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Bethlehem of Judea 

A little child, 

A shining star. 

A stable rude, 

The door ajar. 

Yet in that place,  

So crude, forlorn, 

The Hope of all 

The world was born. 

 
 

10. Children’s corner 

 
We wish you a joyful Christmas time! Have fun connecting the dots! 

 


